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Education 

University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka  Civil Engineering B.Sc. (First Class Honors), 1985 
University of Auckland, New Zealand Civil Engineering M.E. (Distinction), 1989 
University of California, San Diego  Structural Engineering Ph.D., 1998 

Professional Experience 

2018 – 2021 Adjunct Professor, Department of Civil, Environmental, and Geo- Engineering, 
University of Minnesota (UMN) 

2016 – present Interim Associate Dean for Strategic Initiatives, College of Engineering, ISU 
2016 – 2021 Wilkinson Chair of Interdisciplinary Engineering, ISU 
2010–present     Professor, Iowa State University, Ames 
2007–2012 Associate Chair and Director of Graduate Education, Iowa State University 
2005–2010 Associate Professor, Iowa State University, Ames 
1999–2005 Assistant Professor, Iowa State University, Ames 
1998–1999 Assistant Project Scientist, University of California, San Diego 
1989–1993 Scientist, Engineering Seismology Section, IGNS, New Zealand 

Professional Honors and Affiliations 

ISU Award for Outstanding Achievement in Research (2019); T.Y. Lin Award, American Society for 
Civil Engineering (2016); Delmar L. Bloem Distinguished Service Award, American Concrete 
Institute (2016);  D. R. Boylan Eminent Faculty Award for Research; College of Engineering, Iowa 
State University (2016); Renewable Energy Impact Award, Iowa Energy Center (2015); Best Paper 
Award, Soil Mechanics Section of the Transportation Research Board (2012); The University Honors 
Mentoring Award for Excellence in Honors Mentoring/Advising (2012, ISU); ISU Award for Mid-
Career Achievement in Research; Fellow, American Concrete Institute (2009); Best IT Innovation 
Award, NEESinc. (2008); Grace Miller Wilson and T. A. Wilson Endowed Engineering 
Professorship, Iowa State University (2008); Distinguished Research Visitor Award (2005), 
University of Auckland, New Zealand; Young Educator Achievement Award (2003), Harry H. 
Edwards Industry Advancement Award (2001), Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute; Charles W. 
Shafer Faculty Award, Department of Civil, Construction and Environmental Engineering Iowa State 
University (2003); Martin P. Korn Award, PCI Journal (2000; 2015; 2016); Finalist, Eleventh 
Melosh Competition on  Finite Element Analysis (1999); Fowlds Memorial Prize in Engineering, 
University of Auckland, New Zealand (1989). 
 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE); American Concrete Institute (ACI); Earthquake 
Engineering Research Institute; New Zealand Society for Earthquake Engineering; 
Prestressed/Precast Concrete Institute (PCI); Federation Internationale du Beton (FIB) Commission 7; 
Former Chair of ACI 341 (Earthquake-Resistant Concrete Bridges); ACI-ASCE  447 (Finite Element 
Analysis of Reinforced Concrete Structures); PCI Research & Development Committee. 

 
Publication/Presentation Summary 
 Journal papers:   104 
 Conference Papers:   157 
 Other Presentations:  180 
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Graduate and Postdoctoral Advisors 

Late Emeritus Professor M. J. Nigel Priestley (Ph.D. advisor, University of California, San Diego) 

Graduate and Postdoctoral Scholars Advised 

 Current M.S.: R. Bodendorfer; E. Enrique Rubio-Delgado, K. Coblentz 
 Current Ph.D.: S. Jain, B. Fleming; B. Cai 
 Current Postdoc: P. Kalmago, S. Gali 
 Completed M.S.: 43 students  
 Completed Ph.D.: 20, inclduing D. Kalliontzis (Asst. Prof., University of Houston);  M. Nazari, (Asst. 

Prof., Cal State Fresno); X. Liang (Asst. Professor, Tianjin Chengjian University); J. Vander Werff 
(Assoc. Prof., Dordt College); L. Wotherspoon (Senior Lecturer, Uni. of Auckland), Abdel-Salam 
(Associate Professor, The British Uni. in Egypt); R. Henry (Senior Lecturer, Uni. of Auckland); K. 
Ng (Assoc. Prof., Uni. of Wyoming); S. Aaleti (Assoc. Prof. Uni. of Alabama) 
Completed Postdoc: J. Zhao (Assoc. Prof., Uni. of Wisconsin, Milwaukee); M. Suleiman (Assoc. 
Professor, Lehigh Uni.); K. Ng, S. Aaleti; I. Ho (Asst. Prof., Uni. of North Dakota); X. Liang; S. Lin 
(Assoc. Prof., Dalian University); S. Pachalla (Asst. professor; IIT Jammu, India). 
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