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Biographical Sketch 
HANK C. JENKINS-SMITH 

 
Professor, Political Science and Associate Director, Center for Applied Social Research 

University of Oklahoma, 3100 Monitor, 2 Partners Place, Suite 100 
University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK  73072 

Phone: 405-325-6389; Fax: 405-325-9066; Email: hjsmith@ou.edu; URL: 
http://casr.ou.edu/about/ppl/hank-jenkins-smith.html 

 
(A) PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION 
Linfield College, McMinnville, OR Political Science and Economics  B.A., 1979 
University of Rochester Political Science M.A., 1982 
University of Rochester Political Science Ph.D., 1985 
 
(B) APPOINTMENTS 
2007-present Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK 
2001-2007 Professor, George Bush School of Government and Public Service, Texas A&M  
  University, College Station, TX 
1997-2001 Professor, Department of Political Science, University of New Mexico 
1987-2001 Director, UNM Institute for Public Policy, University of New Mexico 
1990-1997 Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of New Mexico 
1985-1990 Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of New Mexico 
1984-1985 Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Southern Methodist  
  University 
1982-1993 Public Policy Analyst, Office of Policy Analysis, U.S. Department of Energy 
 
(C) PUBLICATIONS 
i. Five Most Relevant Publications 
1. Sabatier, P. and H. Jenkins-Smith. Policy Change and Learning: An Advocacy Coalition Approach. 

Westview Press, Boulder, CO. 1993. 
2. Goebbert, Kevin, Hank Jenkins-Smith, Kim Klockow, Matthew Nowlin, and Carol Silva. 2012. 

“Weather, Climate and Worldviews: The Sources and Consequences of Public Perceptions of 
Changes in Local Weather Patterns.” Weather, Climate and Society 4(2): 132-144. 

3. Kahan, D., H. Jenkins-Smith and D. Braman. 2011. “Cultural Cognition of Scientific Consensus,” 
Journal of Risk Research, 14(2):147-174. 

4. Jones, M. and H. Jenkins-Smith. 2009. “Trans-Subsystem Dynamics: Policy Topography, Mass 
Opinion, and Policy Change.” Policy Studies Journal 38(1): 37-58. 

5. Robert Berrens, Alok Bohara, Hank Jenkins-Smith, Carol Silva and David Weimer. 2003. “The Advent 
of Internet Surveys for Political Research: A Comparison of Telephone and Internet Samples,” 
Political Analysis 11: 1-23. 

 
ii. Five Other Significant Publications 
1. Jenkins-Smith, H., C. Silva, M. Nowlin, and G. deLozier. 2011. “Reversing Nuclear Opposition: 

Evolving Public Acceptance of a Permanent Nuclear Waste Disposal Facility.” Risk Analysis 31(4): 
629-644. 

2. Silva, C., and H. Jenkins-Smith. 2007. “Precaution in Context: US and EU Scientists’ Prescriptions for 
Policy in the Face of Uncertainty.” Social Science Quarterly 88(3): 640-664. 

3. Silva, C., H. Jenkins-Smith and R. Barke. 2007. “From Experts’ Beliefs to Safety Standards: 
Explaining Preferred Radiation Protection Standards in Polarized Technical Communities.” Risk 
Analysis 27(3): 755-773. 

 
(D) SYNERGISTIC ACTIVITIES 
• Preference Formation and Elicitation in Valuing Non-Market Goods (1997-present): This project, 

based on an NSF grant (R824679), has focused on understanding how individuals make choices 
about costly public strategies to achieve public goods (e.g., greenhouse gas reductions via carbon 
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taxes) when faced with substantial complexity and scientific uncertainty. This project has resulted in 
numerous publications in leading peer-reviewed journals. 

• Weather, Climate and Public Policy (2007-present): A group of projects and collaborations with the 
University of Oklahoma’s National Weather Center.  This includes participation in the $75million 
competition for OU’s Cooperative Institute for Mesoscale Meteorological Studies (CIMMS) Center 
with NOAA.  An important part of this collaboration includes studying the societal impacts of weather 
extremes and climate variability—particularly individual and community response to tornadoes, 
drought, ice storms, and climate change. 

 
(E) COLLABORATORS & OTHER AFFILIATIONS 
i. Collaborators and Co-Editors 
Bonano, Evaristo, Sandia National Laboratories, Albuquerque, NM 
Braman, Daniel, George Washington University Law School 
Gawande, Kishore, Texas A&M University 
Goebbert, Kevin, Valparaiso University 
Herron, Kerry, University of Oklahoma 
Kahan, Daniel, Yale University 
Mitchell, Neil, University of New Mexico 
Rechard, Robert, Sandia National Laboratories, Albuquerque, NM 
Sabatier, Paul, University of California at Davis 
Silva, Carol, University of Oklahoma 
Weible, Chris, University of Colorado, Denver 
Yuan, May, University of Oklahoma 

 
ii. Graduate Advisors and Postdoctoral Sponsors 
Weimer, David, University of Wisconsin Madison 
Bluhm, William, University of Rochester (retired) 
 
iii. Thesis Advisor and Postgraduate-Scholar Sponsor 
Klockow, Kimberly; Song, Geoboo; Jones, Michael; Nowlin, Matthew; Jackson, Natalie; Trousset, Sarah; 
Ripberger, Joe; James, Mark (all at the University of Oklahoma) 
 


